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Sanctuaries
within sanctuaries
within sanctuaries

The light reflecting In this
place is amazing.







Found your hope, then, on the ground under your feet.
Your hope of Heaven, let it rest on the ground
Underfoot. Be it lighted by the light that falls

Freely upon it after the darkness of the nights

And the darkness of our ignorance and madness.

Let it be lighted also by the light that is within you,
Which is the light of imagination. By it you see

The likeness of people in other places to yourself

In your place. It lights invariably the need for care
Toward other people, other creatures, in other places
As you would ask them for care toward your place and you.
No place at last is better than the world. The world

Is no better than its places. Its places at last

Are no better than their people while their people
Continue in them. When the people make

Dark the light within them, the world darkens.
-Wendell Berry

Our ministry intern from this year, Will Compton, framed these
words by Wendell Berry as his thank you to Rainbow. And what a
gift these words (and Will's time with us) continues
to be.






Place was a theme this year
Rainbow’s pastor. The yea
National Museum of Africa

as | moved through this 5th year as
" began with a chance to tour the
N American History and Culture in

Washington, D.C. In one o

" the museum exhibits, guests are

asked questions about place.

Place
Yourself

Our
our commun

histories of place—where we root ourselves and
ities—are both shared and personal.

Is some place meaningful to you?
Where is it?

What makes it powerful?
What are the places you carry with you?
What places have you left behind?

t was a powerful reminder that we all define and experience

olace differently and that many historical and social realities

shape our experiences and definitions of place
and/or displacement.




Our Rainbow symposium this year on confronting white
supremacy was yet another reminder of these complex realities
having to do with place. Thank you to all who helped plan and

carry out this learning event.




Rainbow Mennonite Church is both place and people.
Each person who finds their way in and out of this place will have
their own stories and experiences. In their farewell to Kansas City

this year, Robert (pictured
over and over, they expe
place.” How | hope that is -
and out of this building, t
who attend the Head Start

below) and Krista Kaufman said that
rlenced a “sweet, sweet spirit In this
rue for the many people who move In

Ne green spaces outside, and those
program, Rainbow Summer Program,

those who garden, vote, play, sing, pray, or receive

utility or rent

assistance in this place.




Welcome to

Rainbow Mennonite Church
We are glad you're here!

Sunday Worship 9:30am
Fellowship 10:30am
Adult and Children’s Education

. 10:50am
yw.rainbowmennonite.org

Welcome!

e ——
Your presence is important to us.
Please sign the friendship register,
passed during the offering, filling in
as much information as you desire.

We hope you'll take time between
service and Sunday School to join us
for coffee and doughnuts downstairs

in the Fellowship Hall. Look for the

"‘i{\’formaﬁon about Rainbow
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Rainbow Is never the same year to year, month to month,

Sunday to Sunday.

his year we were impacted by the deaths of

so many Rainbow friends and congregants: Hal Boyts, Joyce
Mills, Glenda Campbell, Irene Stewart, Leo Goertz, Janelle
Schrag, and long-time Rainbow pastor Frank Ward.

These lives have now become part of the
"great cloud of witnesses" (Hebrews 12:3).
They will continue to inspire and shape who and why we are.
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This year we said goodbye to others due to job changes and/or
transitions to new places. This included supporting (and saying
goodbye to) Renee Reimer who is completing a seminary degree

this year a
IS tO see
Dave R

= Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. What a joy it

oeople like her, Will Compton, Rosi Penner Kaufman,
chardson Spaite, and Debra Sapp-Yarwood stretch

themselves and embrace ministerial vocations.

We participated in licensing Rosi
toward ordination this year.



o
£ C =S
O D 2
)

qV)
mw.m
2 e 5

@)




Sociologist Margaret Mead writes this:
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”

The impact that Rainbow has had and continues to have leaves
me speechless at times. There is indeed no place I'd rather be.

Thank you Rainbow staff, including Hanna Hochstetler who
worked with us for two months, as well as Ashton Wells who
served as Executive Director of Sharing Community in Rosedale
for part of 2018,






And thank you to all the people who have
contributed In time, talent, and treasure this year!
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We welcomed three new Mennonite service volunteers







And the VS
house got
a new
stovel




There were other ways we served the broader
Kansas City Community including....






And Cross-Lines Christmas Store
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And participation with Mennonite Disaster Service



The senior high youth volunteered a week at Rocky Mountain
Mennonite Camp (and got some hiking in).






In terms of worship...

We had some fun with Ash Wednesday falling
on Valentine’s Day and Easter falling on April
Fool’s Day.
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Notice the baptismal
water source




Pastor Ruth’s Blog: www.overandaroundtherainbow.com
(913) 236-8820

Rainbow Lineup:

Point Guard: Devonte Harder (ruthh@rainbowmennonite.org)
Wing(s): Svi Penner Kaufman (music@rainbowmennonite.org)
Team Manager: Malik Parsons (office@rainbowmennonite.org)

Center(er): Lagerald Reimer (reneer@rainbowmennonite.org)

Forward (Thinker): Udoka Rouse (maintenance@rainbowmennonite.org)
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Rainbow was alive with music this year:

Harp ensemble, bell choir, organ, and
instruments of all kinds.

And now we have our very own set of hand
pells!









Rosi sharing about our organ.



O N

£







ﬁ




Backpacks blessed, Scripture read, children
dedicated, wheelchairs blessed, weddings
celebrated, Sunday school teachers thanked,
communion shared...
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Oh and new furniture donated



And college care
packages delivered
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Dutch Blitz with George Houghton




Getting to know Sister Holy Hope
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Outdoor adventures...



Rainbows on the Run!
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Beyond Rainbow....



Can you spot Rainbow"?
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March for Our Lives rally to end gun violence
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Smiling faces at Western District Conference annual meeting




Ruth with other KC Mennonite pastors
Sandeep (left) and Omot (right)




= RACISM

Gﬂ" ECODMIC EXPLOITATION
RIS & ILITARISM

One of many Poor People’s Campaign
rallies held in KC this year




And as we draw t
just a few hig

nlights from

NIS year to a close,
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Christmas caroling at the VS house
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Christmas caroling in the neighborhood
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Happy New Year Rainbow!
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See you
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